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The Student's Life of Paul. By George Holley Gilbert, Ph.D., 
D.D., Professor of New Testament Literature and Inter- 
pretation in Chicago Theological Seminary, author of The 
Student's Life of Jesus. New York : The Macmillan Co., 
1899. Pp. 278. Hi. 50. 

In general arrangement the present book of Professor Gilbert is 
similar to his Student's Life of Jesus. The chapters are broken into 
paragraphs, with proper titles, and the table of contents thus makes a 
sort of syllabus of the entire book — something of no small service to 
the student. Appended to the book are three discussions upon " The 
Sources of the Life of Paul," "The Chronology of his Life," "The 
Churches of Galatia." This arrangement is commendable from the point 
of view of the purpose for which the book is intended. Professor Gilbert 
is not largely affected by the hostile criticism of Acts, although he holds 
that the book "is not a history in the modern sense of that term." 
" Its narrative is sometimes modified, sometimes corrected, by Paul, 
and in places it may give an inadequate picture of events." Professor 
Gilbert rightly holds that the literary character of the " we " passages is 
that of the rest of the book, although a partial exception may be made 
of the first twelve chapters. At the same time he holds that the material 
used in the composition of Acts cannot be of absolutely equal value. 
On the whole, his critical position is sober and independent. We are 
a little surprised to find that he holds to the North-Galatia theory, but 
his discussion is candid, although we think he has put altogether too 
much weight upon the grammatical objections. Furthermore, he does 
not seem to have considered the corroborative evidence for the South- 
Galatia theory to be found in the recent series of articles of Ramsay in 
the Expositor. We are also inclined to think he has overestimated the 
objections of Zahn and Schiirer. In the chronology of Paul's life, 
Professor Gilbert combines some of the traditional with newer views, 
although basing his conclusions on independent grounds. The follow- 
ing are the chief dates : conversion, 32 ; first missionary journey, 
45-7; council in Jerusalem, 48 ; second missionary journey, 49-5 1 ; 
work in Ephesus, 52-5 ; arrest, 56 ; death in 65 to 68. 
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Passing now to the book proper, the first comment which the 
reader will make is the advance shown over the author's Life of Jesus 
in the processes of criticism. It is perhaps true that occasionally 
the narrative is broken by critical discussions which might better have 
been reduced to footnotes, but, on the whole, the general reader, and 
especially the student, will be benefited by the insistence which Pro- 
fessor Gilbert makes upon the investigation of the sources. A special 
instance of fair-mindedness is to be seen in his discussion of the arrest 
and trial of Paul in Jerusalem, and his treatment of the events at 
Philippi. 

In some particulars we should not agree with Professor Gilbert, as, 
for example, his conclusion as to Paul's Arabian visit and his life before 
his first missionary journey. His estimate of the Compromise also 
seems open to some objections, at least to one holding a different 
chronological scheme. The concessions made by the decree do not 
seem sufficiently well traced in their relations to later difficulties. 
Such a discussion, perhaps, would have led too far into the Pauline 
theology, and this Professor Gilbert steadfastly refuses to consider in 
any detail. Biography, and biography alone, is what he is endeavor- 
ing to get his reader to study. And as an introduction to such study 
— not as a full-orbed biography itself — the volume deserves as cordial 
a reception as that given the Student's Life of Jesus. It is a worthy 
supplement to the recent works of Cone and Abbott, neither of which 
is intended as a manual for students. We wish it could be used in 
every Bible class in the land. S. M. 



The Commandments of Jesus. By Robert F. Horton, D.D. 
New York: Dodd, Mead & Co., 1898. Pp. vi + 375. gi.50. 

" Though we have always kept the commandments of Jesus as our 
theoretical code, we have by no means made them our practical rule of 
life ; in a sense we have not seriously thought of doing so, for in 
thinking of the Christian religion our attention has always been turned 
in a different direction. It is therefore a thought which comes with 
all the force of novelty, a thought which is perhaps destined to revolu- 
tionize the twentieth century, that here in the commandments of Jesus 
we have the simple and eternal law of human life" (pp. 372 f.). In 
these words Dr. Horton's thought and purpose are seen. The book is 
an exposition of the ethics of Jesus, or, as the author likes to call it, 



